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yoking a Synod of the French clergy at Tours, which justified war against the Pope, and threatened a General Council.
Meantime the French held their own, defeating an attack on Genoa by sea and land, while they were also successful in taking Modena, and attacked Bologna, where the Pope was at that moment in ill health. The danger was imminent, but the French were driven back by the Venetian troops, and the unconquerable spirit of the warrior Pope carried all before him. He was general of his army, shared the hardships of his soldiers and inspired them with his vigour and zeal. An incident in this war gives a striking example of his spirit.
It was now late in the year, but he took the field himself in the snows of winter, occupied Concordia, and by forced marches soon reached the village of San Felice, where he set up his camp. He then sent word to the widowed Countess of Mirandola that she should give up her city, as he required it for his attack upon Ferrara. The lady was a daughter of the famous general Giovanni Trivulzio, whose courage and devotion to France she inherited, and she sent reply that " nothing would induce the Countess of Mirandola to give up her city, and that with the help of God she would know how to keep it against all those who wished to take it from her."
Furious at this defiance, the Pope swore that he would have the city by favour or force, and commanded his nephew, the Duke of Urbino, to prepare for the siege. Bayard and his company were with the Duke of Ferrara, and they had taken up theirFerrara, and Louis XII made the next move in the game by con-tttiltt, ami    you, but, aA they
